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ABSTRACT: During excavations of the northern structure within elite dwelling 8N-11 by the Copan Work
Team of the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, 15 tombs were uncovered, including
three large and 12 smaller tombs. These tombs are predominantly foundational burials dating to the Late Classic
period, corresponding to the reigns of Copan’s 12th through 16th rulers. This excavation provides critical material
for understanding Maya elite mortuary practices, the construction process and modes of the northern structure,
and discussion of elite identity and hierarchy at the 8N-11 dwelling site, as well as the function and nature of the

northern structure.
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