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ABSTRACT: Excavations at the fifth locus of the Shang royal mausoleum zone at Yinxu have uncovered

the eastern section of the western encircling ditch (G2) and multiple sacrificial pits. Horses were the most

common animals identified within these pits. The small to medium-sized pits of the fourth row contained a variety

of animals, including domesticated water buffalo, wolves, tigers, leopards, foxes, serows, wild boars, porcupines,

and wild birds such as swans, some with bronze bells attached to their necks. These animals were likely kept

in royal or elite menageries during the Shang period. The sacrificial pits primarily date to the early phase of

Yinxu Period II, corresponding to the reign of King Wu Ding. Their use can be divided into two chronological

phases and further into smaller contemporary groups, suggesting they belonged to distinct sacrificial events.

This excavation will advance research on the spatial organization of the royal cemetery. The sacrificial pits and

their contents provide crucial evidence for studying Shang ritual practices, royal burial institutions, and the

contemporary climate and environment.
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