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ABSTRACT: From September 2017 to November 2019, the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of

Social Sciences conducted excavations of Layer | structures in the central-southern section of the western complex

and the southern complex at elite dwelling Group 8N-11 at the Copan site, yielding substantial artifacts made

of pottery, jade, stone, and bone. Structure 69S revealed seven groups of mosaic stone sculptures depicting

“sacred bundles.” Layer | Structure of Group 8N-11 is enormous, exhibiting great formal regularity and consisting

of functionally differentiated structures, profoundly embodying the Maya world view and cosmology. Stone

sculptures further demonstrate ritual practices associated with harvest rituals, military power display, and ancestral

veneration among the Maya people.
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