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ABSTRACT: In 2016 and 2024, the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences et al.

conducted excavations in the southern cluster of caves in the eastern and western sectors of the Tuyoq Grottoes. A

total of 15 caves were uncovered, including central-pillar caves, Buddha Hall caves, monastic quarters, meditation

caves, storage caves, and other types. Some caves retain traces of murals, and excavations also yielded artifacts

such as clay sculptures, documents, wooden objects, textiles, and ritual bronze objects. The southern Tuyoq caves

functioned as spaces for ritual and penitential practices affiliated with temple No. 3 in the southern part of the

eastern sector. They date from the late Tang Xizhou period to the Uighur period, spanning from the late 8th to the

mid-12th century CE. These excavations have clarified the typology and grouping of caves within the southern

cliff area, providing new material for exploration of the layout, zoning, and phases of the Tuyoq Grottoes, as well

as interactions between Buddhist communities in Gaochang and Kucha.
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