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ABSTRACT: Between 2010 and 2018, the Erlitou Work Team of the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences uncovered a total number of 18 burials dating to the Erlitou and Erligang cultural periods in the palace area of the
Erlitou site. This paper introduces 15 of these burials, which yielded artifacts including pottery, bronze, jade, stone, turquoise,
bone, ivory, shell and a oracle bone. Most were situated around the foundation of Palace No. 5, or cut into its rammed-earth
foundations and associated roadbeds. The burials date from the late stage of the Erlitou culture phase II through the late phase
of the Erligang culture. They are all of small to medium scale. The discovery of this group of burials provides new evidence for
understanding mortuary practices within the palace precinct during the Erlitou culture period, the relationship between residence

and burial, and the development of the settlement of the Erlitou site in the late Erligang culture period.
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