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ABSTRACT: Between August and October 2020, the Erlitou Work Team of the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences carried out excavations in the Jixi area 1 of the Erlitou site, covering an area of 150 square
meters. Three unusual burials dating to the Erlitou cultural period were uncovered. The occupants of these graves did not die

of natural causes. Instead, their deaths may have been connected with sacrificial practices. The characteristics of their burial

form and funerary rites provide new evidence for the study of mortuary customs in the Erlitou culture.
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