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ABSTRACT: From 2022 to 2023, the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences et al. conducted systematic excavations of city site remains in the northern part of the Shushi

ancient city in Zhaoyang District, Zhaotong City, Yunnan Province. Remains including the city

wall and ancillary facilities, building foundations within the city, and water wells were discovered.

Unearthed artifacts include pottery, bronze objects, coins, wooden slips, and architectural components

such as bricks and tiles. Based on characteristics of the remains, the city site is dated to the Han through

Jin periods, with initial construction dating approximately to the late Eastern Han Dynasty, remaining

relatively prosperous until the Shu-Han period. These excavations have preliminarily clarified issues

regarding site selection rationale, form and layout, construction sequence, and diachronic evolution of

the Shushi ancient city. This is of great significance for researching the jurisdiction and governance of

the southwestern frontier by the central dynasties during the Han and Jin periods, as well as the rise and

fall of the ancient Southern Silk Road in the Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau region.
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