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Brief Report on the 2003-2004 Excavation
of Neolithic, Predynastic Shang and Western
Zhou Remains at Xiaomintun in Anyang City,

Henan

Yinxu Xiaomintun Archaeological Team

KEYWORDS: Xiaomintun in Anyang City ~ Ash Pits  Hougang Phase | Culture
Neolithic Period ~ Western Zhou

ABSTRACT: From 2003 to 2004, the Yinxu Xiaomintun Archaeological Team
conducted a large-scale excavation in Xiaomintun Village, Anyang City, Henan. The
work revealed cultural remains dating from the Neolithic period to the Ming and Qing
dynasties, with the Shang culture remains of the Yinxu period being the most abundant.
Neolithic and pre-Shang cultural remains at the site were distributed in the northeastern
part of the excavation area, near the Anyang River (known as the Huan River during the
Shang Dynasty). Western Zhou remains were scattered across multiple excavation units.
These remains were relatively limited, with ash pits being the most common features,
and pottery fragments constituting the majority of the unearthed artifacts. Pottery from
the Hougang Phase | culture included ding tripod vessels, cups with handles, bowls, and
deep-bellied jars. Predynastic Shang cultural pottery comprised li tripods, basins, and jars.
Western Zhou pottery included li tripods, gui tureens, basins, and jars. The discovery of
both Hougang Phase I and Western Zhou cultural remains is of significant importance for
researching the distribution and evolution of their respective cultures.
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