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ABSTRACT: In 2023-2024, the Taihang Mountains Team of the Institute of Archaeology,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, together with collaborating institutions, excavated 25 late-

phase Datuotou culture tombs at the Fuwei site in Laishui, Hebei. All burials were vertical shaft

pit tombs with rounded-rectangle plans and typically employed wooden burial containers. The

grave goods were dominated by painted pottery, accompanied by plain pottery, jade objects, shell

ornaments, and marine shells. This excavation fills a significant gap in the archaeological record

of Datuotou culture burials, clarifies the southern boundary of the culture’s distribution and its

chronological lower limit, and provides important new data for discussing the northward expansion

of Shang culture, the strategies of the Shang polity in the northern regions, and issues concerning

local population composition, mobility, and social structure.
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