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Joint Tomb

Commandery  Northern Wei

ABSTRACT: Located south of Xigao Village in Zanhuang, Hebei, the Xigao cemetery
belonged to the Li family of Zhao Commandery, dating from the Northern Wei to Northern Qi
Dynasties. From October 2009 to February 2010, the joint tomb M3 of Li Ziyun and his wife,
was excavated. Designed as a single-chamber earthen cave tomb with a long sloping ramp,
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Li Ziyun  Li Family of Zhao

M3 yielded pottery figurines, models, lead-glazed wares, bronzes, iron objects, and stone

epitaphs. Based on tomb features, artifact styles, and epitaph dates, it is inferred that this

phenomenon resulted from a cross-dynastic secondary burial: Li Ziyun was initially interred
in 525 CE (Northern Wei), while his wife, Lady Lu, was buried later during the Northern
Qi, bringing artifacts of that era. The abundant remains and epitaphs provide vital evidence

for studying elite burial systems of the late Northern Dynasties, genealogies, and historical

geography.
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