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Palace Museum Journal

A Report on the Archaeological Excavation of the Western-Jin through
the Sixteen-Kingdom Tombs in Fuping County, Shaanxi Province

The Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
Xi’an Municipal Institute of Cultural Heritage Conservation and Archaeology

ABSTRACT: The Efanggong & Shanglinyuan Archaeological Team, formed jointly by The
Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and Xi'an Municipal Institute
of Cultural Heritage Conservation and Archaeology, conducted archaeological excavation
in Huangcun Village, Fuping County (Weinan City) in conjunction with the construction
project for Jinsu Avenue during 2023 to 2024, finding 9 earthen-caved tombs that feature
ramped passageway orderly-arranged and well-preserved with the burial items such as
pottery, ironware, bronzeware, and lead artifacts as well as coins and ceramic architectural
materials. It is inferred by the tomb structures and unearthed artifacts together with the
carbon-14 dating results that these tombs date to the period spanning the Western-Jin
Dynasty through the Sixteen Kingdoms. The discovery of the cluster of tombs outside the
traditional cemeteries of the Western-Jin and the Sixteen-Kingdom periods in Guanzhong
region fills in a geographical gap, which thereby broadens the fields of research with more
new significant materials that contribute to chronologizing the small-to-medium-sized
tombs during that time.

KEYWORDS: Weinan in Shaanxi Province; the Western-Jin through the Sixteen-Kingdom
period; ramped tomb passageway; earthen-caved tomb

A Report on Archaeological Excavation at Tombs M1 and M13 of the
Sixteen-Kingdom Period in Zhangyan Village, Xianyang, Shaanxi
Province

Xianyang Municipal Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology

ABSTRACT: Xianyang Municipal Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology implemented
archaeological excavation of two tombs dating to the Sixteen Kingdoms period at Zhangyan
Village in Dizhang Town during April to June 2023. The tombs by structural layout feature
a long, sloping entrance passage leading to a single-chambered earthen burial cave. The
excavations yielded various artifacts, including pottery figurines, animal statuettes, gold
finger rings, and Fenghuo bronze coins. The findings provide significant data for studying
the spatial distribution and periodization of the tombs of the Sixteen Kingdoms period.

KEYWORDS: Shaanxi; Xianyang; Zhangyan Village; the Sixteen Kingdoms period;
tombs
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