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ABSTRACT: Between 2023 and 2024, the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, together with other institutions, excavated stone-enclosed Earthen Mounds 1 and

2 at the east cemetery of the Husita site in Wenquan, Xinjiang. This fieldwork revealed 17 tombs

and two pits. The tombs yielded abundant human remains exhibiting multi-generational biological

kinship and diverse burial postures. Mortuary practices included repeated burials, ritualized tomb

disturbances, and in-tomb offerings. Unearthed artifacts comprised various ornaments and weapons,

along with a small quantity of stone scepters and pottery dou. Stratigraphic relationships, artifact

typologies, and radiocarbon dating collectively place these primary deposits in the early Bronze Age.

Representing one of the earliest such remains discovered in Xinjiang to date, this cemetery provides

critical evidence for exploring early population interactions, as well as cultural genesis and evolution

across the western Tianshan Mountains and its periphery.
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