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THE 2016—2017 EXCAVATION OF DASIKONG
SOUTHEAST AT YINXU IN ANYANG, HENAN

by
Anyang Team, Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

From July 2016 to the end of September 2017, the Anyang Team, Institute of
Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences carried out archaeological excavations
in Area F in the north-central part of the Yubei Cotton Mill (located east of the 2004
excavation Area C, separated only by a cement road less than 10m wide). The
excavation yielded abundant features, clearing 11 Shang dynasty house foundations,
two wells, three urn burials, over 230 ash pits (including storage pits), two trenches,
49 tombs, and two roads, along with one Sui dynasty tomb. Among the architectural
remains, house foundation F7 and the architectural foundation complex in Area C both
belong to Yinxu Phase V. Based on the internal drainage pipes and spatial layout, it is
inferred that F7 was the eastern kitchen of the Area C complex. Additionally, roads 1.1
and L2 within the excavation area connected northward with the east — west road
excavated earlier at Dasikong East, forming a crossroad. Meanwhile, the 11 rammed-
earth house foundations were divided into eastern and western groups, built facing each
other along both sides of roads L1 and L2, presenting a typical street-facing
architectural layout. In addition, the excavation cleared several special features. Among
them, ash pit H158 contained two individuals in a kneeling position, each with a pottery
zeng steamer inverted over their head, while H196 contained 16 human skeletons in
various postures with no obvious signs of struggle. These special features provide
extremely important case studies for discussing sacrifice and penal practices during the

late Shang period.
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