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On the Dates and Themes of Niche 28 in Huangze Temple
in Guangyuan, and the Architecture Outside the Site

——Plus a New Interpretation of the “Inscription for the Renovation of
the Buddhist Pavilion in the Western Niche” from the Second Year of
the Baoli Era during the Tang Dynasty

YANG Xiao
(Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006 )

Abstract: Niche 28 in Huangze Temple in Guangyuan is a representative construction of the Buddhist cliff carvings in north
Sichuan. With the aid of newly published archaeological materials, the author has confirmed that niche 28 was carved in the early
7th century, and that it houses a triad of sculptures that can be identified as a central Sakyamuni Buddha, Avalokiteshvara Bod-
hisattva on the left, and Mahasthamaprapta Bodhisattva on the right. An earlier example of this image combination can be found
in the Buddhist stele made by the brothers of Cai Senghe in the 15th year of the Tianjian era during the Liang dynasty, which was
unearthed from Chengdu, and which was likely associated with the themes of the Avalokitesvara-bodhisattva-mahasthama-prap-
ta-bodhisattva-vyakarana-sutra ( , Sutra of Prediction by Avalokiteshvara Bodhisattva) translated by Dhar-

modgata in the Song period of the Southern Dynasties. The inscription written on the wall to the left of niche 13 dates to the sec-
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ond year of the Baoli era(826 CE) during the Tang dynasty and records that Empress Wu Zetian’s parents, Wu Shiyue and Lady
Yang, once renovated the “Buddhist pavilion in the western niche.” Although it has previously been inferred that the “western
niche” was somewhere near niche 13, based on the location of the inscription, further research on the architectural space and cliff
remains has revealed that this construction is more likely to be the architecture in front of niche 28.

Keywords: Huangze Temple in Guangyuan; cliff carvings; Shakyamuni Buddha; Empress Wu Zetian and her family
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