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Abstract: The archaeological investigation and study of the ancient city of Quanzhou and its
significant historical buildings reveal the orderly inheritance of traditional Chinese thought and
culture in the region from the Han, Tang to Ming and Qing dynasties. The spatial layout of the
ancient city of Quanzhou and the orientation and architectural layout of its important historical
buildings were influenced by traditional thought and culture such as ancient astronomy, Yi Jing
(the Book of Changes), and K’an-yii (geomancy) serving as exemplary cases for systematically
understanding the integration of ancient thought, culture, and related technologies. The extensive
coastline also served as an important interface for trade and cultural exchange. Quanzhou Bay
was one of the key coastal defense areas along the coastline from Liaodong to Guangdong, four
categories of fortifications (guard city, camp, pass/barrier, and patrol post) together formed a closely
related coastal defense strategy of Yongning Guard. The morphological evolution of the ancient city
of Quanzhou and the related coastal defense system of Yongning Guard demonstrate the inheritance
and innovation of ancient Chinese urban construction thought and techniques, as well as the blend
of multicultural influences in coastal areas.

Keywords: Quanzhou city; Yongning Guard; Spacial layout; Cultural integration; Coastal defense
strategy
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