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Study of the Xinfeng Warring States, Qin and

Han Cemetery Organization

He Jiahuan
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ABSTRACT: Based on characteristics such as the spatial distribution of tombs,
burial customs, and interment systems, the Lintong Xinfeng cemetery—which exhibits
relatively distinct regional features—has been divided into multiple burial zones of varying
scales. Within each zone, burial customs demonstrate strong internal consistency, while
significant differences in funerary practices are observed between different zones. This
suggests that each zone likely represents social groups of differing scales. Building on this
division, and by examining distinctive burial customs within each zone as well as spatial
relationships between tombs—combined with the historical context of the region—issues
such as the population composition, family forms, and social structure of the settlement
corresponding to the Xinfeng cemetery can be explored. Ultimately, this study proposes
a social structure characterized by the coexistence of two burial systems: a “clan-based
burial system” and a “family-based burial system.” It further suggests the simultaneous
presence of blood-based clan relations and geographically-based organizational ties, as
well as the parallel existence of traditional large-scale kinship groups and smaller-scale
family (or familial) units.
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