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ABSTRACT: Southeast China during the Shang and Zhou periods had its own unique
economic models, political formations, and social complexity development modes. Coupled with

the influence of the Shang and Zhou dynasties, this led to the formation of decentralized, diverse

regional political and economic centers and high-status elites. Economic development drove social

complexity. Through the promotion of ritual-music culture and the system of rites, the Shang and

Zhou dynasties strengthened mutual cultural and institutional identification with the southeast

regions. Through the exchange of precious raw materials and luxury goods, they established

economic ties. This continuous interaction progressively deepened integration between the Central

Plains core and the southeastern periphery, laying the historical and cultural foundation for the

southeast region’s incorporation into the pluralistic unity of the Chinese national cultural entity.
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