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Abstract: Systems and strategies for the utilisation of water resources form a unique dimension for the exploration into the
stages of societal development. In the Yanshi City of Shang Dynasty, numerous water-related remains of a wide range have been
discovered. Given the interconnections and contemporaneity of these remains, it is found that, in the Erligang Culture period, on
the basis of their understanding of water resource distribution and accumulated scientific knowledge, ancient people followed
specific utilisation strategies in the site selection, planning, construction and use of the Yanshi City of Shang Dynasty, including
“siting and structuring the city around water resources, prioritizing the needs of the elite, enforcing internal-external segregation,
practicing hierarchical management and adapting to local conditions”. They established a comprehensive utilisation framework

which encompassed the systems of landscape, defense, transportation, flood drainage, fire prevention, production and everyday

life, pioneering the integrated use of water resources in the pre-Qin period.
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