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ABSTRACT: Based on known methods of shi divination in later historical periods, this study offers a preliminary
interpretation of the function of the bronze bi-shaped object with 28 rectangular perforations unearthed from the Palace
Enclosure of the Taosi site, dating to the Late Taosi period. Observational analysis suggests that this object may have operated
as a shi-divination board. By aligning the handle (or pointer) with one of the Twenty-Eight Lunar Mansions, diviners
could perform interpretive procedures structured around the Four Images (sixiang), the Twenty-Eight Lunar Mansions, two
directional systems, four directional color associations, two sets of eight orientations, tutelary deities of the eight directions,
the four seasons, the four central stars, the equinoxes and solstices, and the eight seasonal markers. Through posing specific

questions and interpreting the configuration of these cosmological elements, diviners would determine auspicious or

inauspicious outcomes, thereby guiding decision-making and actions aimed at maximizing benefit and avoiding harm.
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