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earlier or with stronger economic foundations, and in cities with higher fiscal
decentralization. Mechanism analysis indicates that the establishment of FTZs
improves local government fiscal balance by optimizing the business environment
and promoting economic agglomeration. These findings not only provide a reference
for continuously optimizing the economic and fiscal development of pilot FTZs, but
also offer valuable insights for institutional innovation and development practices in
non-pilot FTZs.

( Keywords ] pilot free trade zone; fiscal balance; business environment; economic

agglomeration

Resources, Society and Ritual Choices: A New Study of Divination Activities in
Early Shang Capitals
Zhang Fei

[ Abstract ] This paper systematically studies the key elements of divination
activities at the two early Shang capitals of Yanshi Shangcheng and Zhengzhou
Shangcheng from the perspective of resources and society. The research indicates
that the selection of materials for divination at both capitals was significantly
influenced by the sites' resource acquisition capabilities and was also constrained by
the ecosystem of the time. Both capitals maintained synchronicity in the evolution
of divination methods and exhibited a high degree of uniformity in operational
procedures. However, these methods differed significantly from those of the Xia
Dynasty. Spatial observations of divination sites reveal that the functions or purposes
of divination within the early Shang capitals were highly consistent, displaying
a pronounced economic orientation, a characteristic that had already emerged
during the Xia Dynasty. Divination activities within the early Shang capitals were
constrained and shaped by the ecosystem, resource acquisition capabilities, and social
transformation dynamics, serving as a key to understanding early Shang society.

[ Keywords ] early Shang capital; divination; resource acquisition; social

transformation; ritual choice
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