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Abstract: The Gamatai site is situated in the Gonghe Basin within the upper reaches of
the Yellow River. Archaeological fieldwork conducted at this location has revealed both remains
dating to the Neolithic period and a cemetery that belongs to the Bronze Age. Within the academic
community, considerable debate continues to surround the chronological position and cultural
characteristics of this Bronze Age cemetery. Through a systematic comparative analysis involving
the Qijia Culture, the Xichengyi Culture, and the Siba Culture, the present study proposes that
the cemetery should be assigned to the middle and late phases of the Qijia Culture. At the same
time, certain cultural elements originating from the Xichengyi Culture and the Siba Culture
were incorporated into this local expression. In addition, this cultural assemblage was shaped by
adaptations to the prevailing natural environment of the region. It is through the combination of
these factors—Qijia expansion, local adoption, external cultural influence, and environmental
adaptation—that this particular set of remains was ultimately formed. Based on the distribution
pattern of the Qijia Culture sites in the Yellow River Basin (Qinghai section) and combined with
the geomorphological characteristics of this region, entering the Gonghe Basin via the Yellow River
Valley should have been the optimal choice for the ancestors of the Qijia Culture.

Key Words: The Gamatai Bronze Age Cemetery, Middle and late phases of the Qijia
Culture, Indigenous population, Gonghe Basin
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