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ABSTRACT: The extent and layout of the palace precinct of Dayi Shang, the late Shang capital at Yinxu, have long been
a central issue in Shang archaeology. This article argues that the so-called ‘Great Ash Ditch’ to the west of the palace area,
characterized by its discontinuous form and anomalous fill, should be interpreted as a borrow pit rather than a defensive moat.
Features such as the oracle bone pit no. H3 at Huayuanzhuang East and the large tomb no. M54 are likely associated with a
princely or aristocratic lineage settlement situated south of the palace precinct and east of a major thoroughfare. The Shang-
period road along present-day Yindu Road may have marked the southern boundary of the palace precinct, while the large
sandy deposit in the northwest is identified as a paleochannel of the Huan River. In light of these findings, these observations
call for a reassessment of the previously proposed western and southern boundaries of the palace precinct, suggesting that its
extent may have been more restricted than previously assumed. Further systematic investigation, integrating evidence from

road networks and fluvial landscape change, will be necessary to reconstruct the spatial organization of the palace precinct.
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