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THE WESTERN REGIONS STUDIES Ne2. 2026

Abstract: As a famous historical site in Buddhist history Mount Gosriga ( Niugiao Shan )
in Khotan serves as a vivid example of the Sinicisation of Buddhism. It is also the site of the discovery of
the Khotan manuscript Dharmapada. However the precise geographical location and the circumstances
surrounding the Dharmapada’ s discovery require further detailed investigation. Based on insights from
recent field surveys and relevant historical records and archaeological discoveries this paper meticu—
lously examines the related records in explorers’ reports and the accounts of Mount Gosriga in Buddhist
scriptures. It discusses the relationship between Mount Kohmari and its caves on the banks of the Kara—
kash River and Mount Gosrnga and its stone chambers. This paper argues that the location of the Kohm—
ari caves is indeed the Mount Gosrnga mentioned in Buddhist texts and its caves were meditation caves
( dhyana caves) that utilised natural grottos. The Dharmapada originated from this very cave. All of this
demonstrates the antiquity of Khotanese Buddhism and its early connections with the Indian subconti—
nent. The early sangharamas of Khotan likely emerged at the foot of the Kunlun Mountains in the area
between the two rivers.

Keywords: Khotan; Kohmari Caves; Mount Gosrnga; Kharostht script; Dharmapada

Potteries and related issues from the Mohuchahan cemetery in Hejing Xinjiang
Chen Ting Chen Ling (52)

Major achievements of archaeological work at the satellite burial area of the Jianjiapo
mortuary complex in Yiwu Xinjiang (2022-2023) Xi Tongyuan Zhou Xinyan (72)

A preliminary study of the case file concerning the punishment of Mao Xiaobao for stealing

official wheat in a certain county of Jiaohe Commandery in the 13" year of
the Tian-bao( ) era of the Tang Dynasty(754)  Wang Shenglin She Xiuhong (78)

Tang dynasty monasteries and their activities as seen in the newly discovered manuscripts
from the Toyuq Grottoes Xu Wei Xia Lidong (87)
Abstract: Eight Tang dynasty monastery names have been identified in the newly discovered manu—

scripts from the Toyuq Grottoes. Apart from the Dinggu Monastery the other seven were all nondocal

monasteries  generally accommodating between ten and twenty individuals. The serene environment of the

Toyuq Grottoes provided a venue for nondocal monks to engage in their annual meditation and summer re—

treat ( vassa) . These visiting monks brought their own supplies and participated in the construction of

meditation caves. Consequently the Toyuq Grottoes served as a public sacred space shared by multiple
monasteries  standing in stark contrast to the crowded and noisy environment of the monasteries within
the city walls. This in turn provides a functional complementarity between the secular and the sacred
worlds to a certain extent. Against this backdrop conflicts arose between local and nonHocal monks at

Toyuq and the Dinggu Monastery held a certain degree of administrative authority over the visiting

monks. Different from the meditation and summer retreat activities of the nonHocal monks the documents

indicate that the Dinggu Monastery was more inclined toward economic pursuits and ritual offerings.
Keywords: Tang Dynasty; Toyuq Grottoes; Dinggu Monastery; Monastic Activities

Research on the newly discovered block-printed Buddhist scriptures of the Song
and Yuan Dynasties from Turfan Chen Yuzhen Xu Weizhe ( 100)

Three newly acquired Old Uyghur manuscripts and the Manichaean Community at Toyuq
Fu Ma Xia Lidong Wang Long (109)

Abstract: Academic consensus has established that the Bezeklik Grottoes were occupied and modi—
fied by the Manichaean community during the early Uyghur period which also contained the residence
for senior bishops. Although no definitive Manichaean caves were identified at the equally renowned Toyuq
Grottoes documents unearthed in earlier years have hinted at traces of Manichaean activities. Recent ar—
chaeological discoveries further provided conclusive evidence for this inference. Scientific excavations re—
veal that Manichaean texts have been unearthed from multiple caves at Toyuq indicating a widespread
distribution of Manichaean followers. Notably internal correspondence of the Manichaean community
found at the newly discovered ruins of Monastery No. 2 in the southeastern part of the valley proves that
this Buddhist site was once occupied by Manichaeans. At the same time official documents of the Xi—
zhou Uyghur Kingdom unearthed from the caves in the northeastern part of the valley further corroborate
the presence of a state-sponsored local Manichaean monastic community. Together these newly unearthed
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texts confirm that the Toyuq Grottoes were a significant centre for Manichaean activities during the early
Uyghur period.
Keywords: Toyuq; Manichaeism; Xi—zhou Uyghur Kingdom; Old Uyghur correspondence

Figural representations in the Nestorian imagery of Tangchaodun Xinjiang

and the east-west cultural exchange Ren Guan Wang Ziyu ( 115)

Abstract: Focusing on the newly discovered mural materials from Tangchaodun and the Xipang
Nestorian Monastery ~while also integrating previously discovered Nestorian imagery this paper analyses
cultural exchange happened during the transmission and Sinicisation of the religion through the lens of fig—
ural representation. It proposes that the theme of the murals depicting a riding holy figure at Tangchaodun
and the eastern suburbs of Gaochang reflect Jesus’ s Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem. The transition in
imagery from riding a donkey to riding a horse reflects the cultural adaptation and iconographic recon—
struction of divine figures during the Sinicisation of the Nestorianism. The angelic figures underwent an i—
conographic substitution by borrowing the Buddhist apsaras element while the images of saints experi—
enced gradual changes in terms of attire and physical appearance. Both achieved Sinicised evolution while
retaining their fundamental religious connotations. Furthermore decorative elements such as winged
crowns rtibbons and flora were influenced by heterogeneous cultures including Persia Sogdiana
Greece and indigenous China. During its eastward transmission Nestorian art actively absorbed various
artistic forms  predominantly Buddhism serving as an important testament to the mutual interactions be—
tween eastern and western civilisations along the Silk Road.

Keywords: Nestorianism; Figural representations; Cultural exchange; Silk Road; Sinicisation

Iranian decorative elements in Pre-slamic Xinjiang and the " intermediary role" of Sogdian

mmigrants in Turfan Kucha and Khotan Italy Matteo Compareti( author)

Zhao Yi’ ou( translaton  USA Zhang He( reviewer) (131)

Abstract: Sogdians who spoke an Eastern Iranian language ( originally rooted in present-day east—
ern Uzbekistan and western Tajikistan) had settled in the Tarim Basin and other regions of China since
the beginning of the 4™ century CE. Many Sogdian immigrants embraced Buddhism yet in their home—
land they practiced a specific form of Zoroastrianism ( referred to as Xianjiao in Chinese texts) that dif—
fered from the one prevalent in Persia or the Caucasus. Today characteristic Persian decorative motifs are
clearly visible in the Buddhist grottoes of Kucha in Xinjiang and Dunhuang in Gansu as well as in the
ancient tombs of Astana and Karakhoja in the Turfan region. These include " pearl roundels" and the mo-
tifs within them such as winged horses birds holding ribbons or necklaces in their beaks and boar
heads. These motifs enjoyed immense popularity in the era prior to the widespread dissemination of Islam
encompassing essentially the entire Eurasian continent and extending into North Africa ( primarily Egypt)
. Scholars once believed that these pearl roundel patterns originated from Sasanian Persia but it is now
widely accepted that they were created and disseminated by Sogdian artists. Regardless of differences in
their beliefs and traditions the Sogdians were able to produce and spread artworks featuring these motifs
over an extended period. This serves as a fascinating representative case of cultural and religious toler—
ance holding significant reference value for any era region and group of people.

Keywords: Sogdiana; Sasanian Persia; Xinjiang; Pearl roundels

A study of the seam-signing system ( Kuan-feng ) in official documents of the Tang
Dynasty: Centred on documents unearthed in Xiyu ( ) Bao Xiaoyue (139)

A study of the Sogdian He Tuo family as seen in the newly discovered epigraphy
Long Chengsong ( 154)

Study on the Life and Family of Baigang Who Came from Xiyu to Yuan Dynasty
Qiu Zhirong ( 165)

Searching for jade in the sea and digging for gold in the sand: A review of Stupas
in the sand sea: Buddhist texts and images along the southern route
of Xiyu during the Medieval period Liao Yang ( 177)

Repainting the history of Xiyu beneath the yellow sands: Reading Monuments
of the great desert. History and geography of Xiyu as seen in unearthed documents
Han Xiang (182)
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