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From the “Hongshan Cultures” to the Lower Xiajiadian Culture
ZHU Yanping

Abstract: One of the characteristics of the Neolithic Age in the Liaoxi region is the parallel coexistence of
multiple archaeological cultures. This can be clearly revealed by the different evolutionary sequences of the im-
pressed zigzag patterns on pottery from the Xinglongwa Culture, Zhaobaogou Culture, and Hongshan Culture, which
Mr. Su Bingqi referred to as the “Hongshan Cultures” in his 1986 article “Ancient Cultures, Ancient Cities, and
Ancient States in the Liaoxi region”. From 4000 years ago onward, the “Hongshan Cultures” in the Liaoxi region
evolved into the only Lower Xiajiadian Culture in the region. Although the stone city sites of the Lower Xiajiadian
Culture may not necessarily be related to defense, the development from multiple coexisting ancient cultures in the
Liaoxi region to a unified the Lower Xiajiadian Culture reflects an important historical fact; the Liaoxi region under-
went epoch-making changes and reached a new stage. According to Mr. Su Bingqi’ s understanding, it is like a
transition from a cluster of “Guguo” to a “Fangguo” that governed various ancient states.
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