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Archaeological Discovery and Tree Species Identification

of Bark Burial Materials from the Liao Dynasty Tomb at Botaigou, Beipiao
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During laboratory-based archaeological conservation and analysis of the burial couch unearthed
from the Liao Dynasty tomb at Botaigou, Beipiao, two types of bark remains were observed and
one type is inferred to have functioned as a burial covering placed over the body. In this study, the
bark remains were analyzed and subjected to tree species identification. The results indicate that
both the bark remains used as a burial covering and those found beneath an iron hairpin represent
cork layer derived from Betula platyphylla. This paper provides the first experimental evidence for
the use of birch bark as a funerary material in ancient northern China, and contributes to a more
nuanced understanding of funerary practices and cultural expressions among northern populations in
antiquity.
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