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ABSTRACTS

protection should be extended to sustaining the environmental, relational, and
developmental conditions on which the undisturbed private life depends. At the level of
private law, the protected legal interest, along with the objects and modes of remedy,
should be shifted forward to focus on the conditions for undisturbed private life; at the
level of public law, the holistic safeguarding of these conditions should be strengthened.
On this basis, this article sketches a new version of a Chinese privacy protection regime
rooted in China’s fine traditional culture.

“Perspicuous Presentation” and Social Science Methodology
Zhu Xiaoyang and Lin Ye « 133 *

Conventional approaches in the social sciences pursue, at the epistemological level,
“the correspondence between propositions and facts,” yet they are also constrained by
this form of thinking. Proceeding from cross-linguistic phenomenology, and inspired by
Wittgenstein’ s concept of “perspicuous presentation” (iibersichtliche Darstellung), a
holistic comprehension of social phenomena can be achieved through intermediate links
among heterogeneous elements, enabling social science research to better handle the
complex phenomena in everyday language. At the level of concrete method, “perspicuous
presentation” can be realized through “measurement” and “theater anthropology.”
Measurement combines multiple heterogeneous fieldwork methods or elements into a
hybrid model, avoiding the reduction of complex phenomena into a single logical form.
Theater anthropology achieves intermediate links among heterogeneous elements through
the “pre-expressive” dimension of physical performance. By rooting itself in human forms
of life and action, the perspicuous presentation approach accommodates modes of
thinking beyond traditional epistemological forms, making it especially valuable in an era
when artificial intelligence 1s becoming fully integrated into the social sciences.

Archaeological Evidence for 8,000 Years of Chinese Civilization Feng Shi « 153 +

Rebuilding a Chinese intellectual system, and the theory of Chinese civilization as its
core issue, are directly related to the inheritance of the Chinese cultural lineage and the
tracing of the origin of the civilization’ s reliable history. This work must be based on the
examination and discovery of authentic historical materials. Currently, archaeological
materials dating back approximately 8, 000 years that have been discovered in the
Yangtze River Basin are no longer limited to rice - cultivation remains, and they also
possess metaphysical and speculative significance. In fact, astronomy, which provided
calendrical services for agricultural production, was not only a source of Chinese
civilization but also a source of independent knowledge. The early shadow - measuring
stele and gnomon remains at Dongmentou in Zigui, together with the earthen dragon
pattern remains at Jiaodun in Huangmei, Hubei Province, provide evidence for the
establishment of observing celestial phenomena to determine calendar. The early characters
and time - space images discovered at Liulinxi in Zigui push the history of Chinese
civilization with written records back 7,000 years. The discovery of the Y7 hexagrams at
Qiaotou in Yiwu, Zhejiang Province, and the numerical hexagrams found at Kuahugiao
in Xiaoshan, Zhejiang Province, firmly attest to the ancient traditions of the philosophy
of change and the concept of Yin and Yang, and have greatly influenced the Chinese
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views of creation, philosophy, and science, as well as the creation of the independent
numerical system in Chinese mathematics associated with astronomy. These discoveries
are of great significance for reconstructing China’s 8,000-year history of civilization.

Characters, Cities, and Bronzes: Chinese Civilization from the Perspective of the
Three Elements Yuan Guangkuo « 170 «

Feng Shi has recently offered a dialectical critique of the criteria that define
civilization in terms of such material elements as characters, cities, and bronzes. He
argues that the traditional theory of the “three elements” reduces civilization to a material
process of technological progress and social complexity, while neglecting its spiritual core
and value pursuits. He proposes a theoretical system of civilization that takes morality as
the foundation of becoming fully human, knowledge as the foundation of self-cultivation,
and ritual as the foundation of governance, and on this basis traces the origins of Chinese
civilization back 8, 000 years. Certain aspects of this theory remain open to discussion.
New archaeological discoveries continue to emerge, providing crucial materials for
reassessing the criteria of civilization, such as brass artifacts dating back more than 6, 000
years unearthed at Jiangzhai in Lintong, incised signs dating back 8,000 years discovered
at Jiahu in Wuyang that bear connections to the Yinxu oracle-bone inscriptions, and city
walls dating back 5, 800 years found at Qingjinggou in Xingyang. These findings suggest
that, even if characters, cities, and bronzes are retained as the criteria for defining
civilization, the origins of Chinese civilization can still be traced back to a very early period.

Shengsheng and Ren ’ai: A Review of Confucian Family Ethics Research since the
21st Century Meng Qingnan * 183 ¢

The academic community has conducted multifaceted research and exploration on
the family and its ethical functions within traditional Confucian ethics. Among these
studies, critiques of Confucian ethics represent a re-examination of tradition in light of
modern concepts, opening new perspectives for understanding Confucian ethics. While
remaining alert to the risks contained in the Confucian tradition, relevant studies have
also sought to explore the significance of the family for human beings and ethical
relationships at the ontological or existential level. On the question of what should be
regarded as foundational, respect for the individual has become an starting point for
understanding Confucian ethics and its modern value, while whether concrete family
relations can serve as an ontological entity with foundational significance has also become
a focus. In reflections on the family as foundation, the generative mechanism of
“shengsheng” (the ceaseless generation of life) and the enduring survival and continuity of
the group it guarantees highlight the ontological significance of the family as a generative
hub, and also reveal the temporal intergenerational structure of human relations as a
whole. The affection between parents and children contains a universal significance that
can extend beyond the family; and by its mnate nature, it becomes a key link through
which individuals transcend private self-interest and attain ren "ai (benevolence).
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