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Abstract: A uniquely styled late Shang—period Yazhang was recently unearthed at the Anyang Sports School.
This artifact can be examined alongside comparable examples discovered at the Wangchenggang Site at
Nanyang, the Yuehe Site at Tongbai, and the Jinsha Site at Chengdu, as well as related pieces now housed in
overseas museums. Together, these Yazhang constitute a distinctive group characterized by black or
grayish—brown jade material and a particular arrangement of Feiya (tooth—shaped protrusions). This study
proposes the designation “Yinxu—style Yazhang” for this group. Through detailed analysis of the individual
specimens, including both their shared characteristics and stylistic differences, it can be generally concluded
that the “Yinxu—style Yazhang” was prevalent during the transitional period between the Shang and Zhou
Dynasties. By this time, the jade Ge had already assumed a central role within the jade ritual system of
central China. The newly discovered Yinxu Yazhang provides a new perspective for understanding the
cultural and ideological transformations underlying the development of this symbolic form.

Keywords: Yinxu site, Yazhang, stylistic analysis, cultural evolution
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