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Abstract Authenticity is a core concept that underpins the rationalisation of cultural relic
conservation in modern and contemporary society. Meanwhile, it constitutes a historical concept
governed by its own inherent logical evolutionary path. Philosophically, authenticity centres on the
preservation of historical value and historicity themselves, which necessitates a clear theoretical
distinction between these two concepts. Diverse scholars and conservation practitioners tend to
interpret the same heritage item through divergent perspectives of authenticity. Accordingly, within
the conservation and restoration of movable cultural relics, the theoretical issues of preserving
fundamental authenticity without arbitrary intervention or modification demand in-depth and
context-specific deliberation. Focusing on the construction and preservation of authenticity of
unearthed cultural relics, this paper clarifies the specific components and guiding principles of

authenticity construction. Furthermore, it provides detailed elaboration via multi-case analyses,
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with a particular focus on the conservation and restoration of bronze artefacts excavated from the
Panlongcheng Site.

Keywords Authenticity; Conservation and restoration; Construction; Information; Function
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