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Discussion on the “zhong” and Yu Sacrificial Rites in the Shang and Zhou Periods: with
Additional Remarks on the Nature of the “Post-structure Feature” in the Shang Dynasty
YUE Hongbin
(Beijing, 100101)

Abstract: This paper examines the diachronic evolution of the character “H” (zhong) in oracle-bone
and bronze inscriptions. It argues that during the Shang and the early-to-middle Western Zhou periods,
zhong functioned as a noun, with its original meaning referring to a ceremonial prop that served both as a
“path of the spirit” and a “vessel for the spirit’s attachment”. This prop is understood as a composite ob-
ject of a central post, a stack/bag, and anthropomorphic tablets, and it constituted a highly significant ritu-
al facility in funerary practices of the pre-Qin period. The “post-structure feature” commonly encountered
in archaeological excavations of Shang and Zhou sites is identified in this paper as remains of the “H”

(zhong) type.
Keywords: Shang and Zhou periods; “H.” (zhong); Yu sacrificial rites; post-structure feature
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Brief Report on the Excavation of Two Dated Six Dynasties Tombs at Baoyi in Hangzhou,
Zhejiang
School of History and Culture, Inner Mongolia Normal University (Hohhot, Inner Mongolia 010028)
Hangzhou Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology (Hangzhou, Zhejiang 310008)
Huzhou Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology (Huzhou, Zhejiang 313000 )

Abstract: From May to October 2022, the Hangzhou Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology
and the School of History and Culture of Inner Mongolia Normal University conducted excavations at the
Baoyi Cemetery in Gaohong. A total of 136 tombs were uncovered, including brick-chambered tombs,
stone-chambered tombs, and cremation tombs, with dates ranging from the Eastern Han Dynasty to the
Ming and Qing Dynasties. Among them, two brick-chambered tombs (M63 and M73) date to the Six
Dynasties period. Although both had been disturbed by tomb raiders, they yielded significant artifacts,
including dated bronze mirrors and celadon bowls, which are of considerable academic value.

Keywords: Baoyi cemetery; Six Dynasties; dated tombs
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