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Transformation of the Social Status of the Ganjiang—Poyang Basin during the Han and Six
Dynasties Periods
DANG Feng (Beijing, 100101)

Abstract: During the Han Dynasty, the Ganjiang River-Poyang Lake Basin (Ganjiang-Poyang basin)
played a less prominent role in north-south communication than the Xiangjiang River valley. The latter,
which served as the main corridor connecting the Central Plains and Lingnan, was of considerably greater
significance to the middle Yangtze region than the Ganjiang River and exerted a substantial influence on
the Ganjiang-Poyang basin via mountain passes and intermontane corridors. In the Six Dynasties, howev-
er, the division between the northern and southern polities and the consequent southward shift of political
centers brought the Ganjiang-Poyang basin’s interior location within the southern heartland into strategic
prominence. The Ganjiang-Poyang waterway gradually supplanted the Xiangjiang River valley as a cru-
cial node in north-south transportation networks. Drawing upon mortuary data from excavated burials,
this paper investigates the changing social status of the Ganjiang-Poyang basin from the Han Dynasty
through the Six Dynasties and addresses a range of related issues.

Keywords: Ganjiang-Poyang basin; Han Dynasty; Six Dynasties; transformation of social status;
Xiangjiang River valley
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