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Several Issues Concerning the Liao Imperial Mausoleums in the Yiwulii Mountains

Dong Xinlin

The imperial mausoleums of the Liao Dynasty can be divided into two groups: those in the Greater
Khingan Mountains and those in the Yiwulii Mountains. The latter, located northwest of Liaoyang
Prefecture, the Eastern Capital of Liao, comprises the Xianling and Qianling mausoleums. The Xianling
Mausoleum is the burial place of Yelii Bei, posthumously honored as “Wenwu Yuan Huangwang”. It
was originally constructed as a princely tomb and was subsequently elevated to the status of an imperial
mausoleum. His son, Emperor Shizong (Yelii Ruan), was later interred within the same mausoleum
precinct. Neither of them, however, was buried in accordance with the standard regulations governing
Liao imperial mausoleums, reflecting strong political significance. The Qianling Mausoleum, built for
Emperor Jingzong ( Yelii Xian), was instead constructed as an independent imperial mausoleum in
conformity with established imperial burial regulations. It therefore differs fundamentally from Xianling,
and Xianling should not be regarded as part of the Qianling complex. The Xinli Building Foundation,
situated at the front section of the Qianling mausoleum precinct, represents the most important
architectural feature. Two large tombs (M1 and M2) were discovered to its southwest and northwest.
This paper argues that M1 may be the underground palace of Emperor Tianzuo (Yelii Yanxi), while M2
should be that of Empress Xiao Chuo, consort of Emperor Jingzong. Drawing on the latest archaeological
evidence, the paper proposes that the Xinli Building Foundation underwent two major construction
phases: the first coinciding with the burial of Emperor Jingzong, the second with the interment of

Empress Xiao Chuo, and it was ultimately abandoned during the early Jin Dynasty.
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