VRSB AL £ 5 e 5

T4 %

P EAAAFREEF T, x 100101

Abstract: This article examines the “small artifacts” embedded in the fill of the Tomb of Fu Hao. Moving
beyond the conventional emphasis on large ritual objects at the expense of everyday implements, it applies an
archaeological framework of “coexistence, assemblage, and context” to systematically interpret the functions,
compositional logic, and symbolic meanings of objects deposited in different layers of the tomb fill. The study
argues that these objects were not discarded at random, but were interred in successive layers according to
the sequence of funerary rites, together constituting a complete ritual process of “ascension to heaven.” The
artifacts in each layer formed a progressive and mutually responsive sequence, creating an integrated ritual
chain extending from feasting to sacrifice. The article further stresses that small artifacts also possessed ritual
functions. Their assemblages and spatial contexts reveal the meticulous construction of an ordered afterlife in
Shang—dynasty elite mortuary thought, while underscoring Fu Hao’s distinctive status as queen consort.

Keywords: F'u Hao, small artifact, assemblage, context
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