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Function of the gu Writing Tablet from Tomb M274 at Zhengjiahu
and the Identity of Its Occupant
ZHANG Wei
(Jinan, Shandong 250199)

Abstract: The wooden gu writing tablet unearthed from tomb M274 in Area C of the Zhengjiahu site
at Yunmeng bears a recorded text of a zongheng strategem. Such strategems, which emerged from the ver-
tical-horizontal alliance movements of the mid-to-late Warring States period, may have originated either
from the records of the words and actions of zongheng rhetoricians kept by court scribes, or from the writ-
ings of the strategists themselves for the purpose of teaching and learning the arts of persuasion. Since
Tomb M274 dates to a time before the fall of the Qin Dynasty, it is highly unlikely that the stratagem
recorded on the wooden gu was drawn from Qin official archives; rather, it should be a teaching text com-
posed by a zongheng strategist for the instruction of the arts of persuasion. During the Warring States peri-
od through the early Western Han, there existed a military system in which strategists accompanied
armies on campaigns. Moreover, Zhengjiahu, where the wooden gu was unearthed, was a strategic
stronghold under Qin control in the Chu region during the late Warring States period. It is therefore plau-
sible that the occupant of Tomb M274 was a strategist serving in the Qin forces stationed at this location,
and the wooden gu was an object he used in life for practicing and mastering the arts of persuasion. The
choice of a wooden gu as the writing medium for such texts can be attributed to its practical advantages,
including ease of manufacture, high character capacity per unit, and, in particular, portability.

Keywords: wooden gu writing tablet from Zhengjiahu; policy essays during the Warring States pe-

riod; strategists
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Rise and Fall of Bronze—imitation Pottery Vessels in Qin Tombs: with a Focus on the
Guanzhong-Longyou Region
ZHAO Keyi
(Beijing 100101)

Abstract: Bronze-imitation pottery ritual vessels, used as ceramic substitutes for bronze ritual vessels,
appeared earlier in Qin tombs than in the eastern states. This paper examines such vessels from small- and
middle-sized Qin burials in the Guanzhong-Longyou region during the Eastern Zhou period. Their devel-
opment falls into three phases, reflecting a shift “from learning Zhou ritual to abandoning it.” The early
adoption of Zhou ritual was driven by the Qin’s desire to establish their Huaxia orthodoxy, while its a-
bandonment after the mid-Warring States period was a response to social transformation.

Keywords: bronze-imitation pottery vessels; Guanzhong-Longyou region; Qin tombs; Zhou rituals
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