The Gaochengdun Site in Jiangyin,
Jiangsu

Co-operative Archaeological Team of Gaochengdun Site, Jiangsu

Keywords: Gaochengdun

The Gaochengdun Site 53§15 locates at the Dakan K
¥x Village, Shizhuang £5 [ Township, Jiangyin 71.}H
City, Jiangsu yI.7 Province. Situating at the plain
northwest of the Lake Tai K ], it is the north most site
of Liangzhu [ 3 Culture with high platform cemetery
and the nearest to the Yangtze River.

The seriously destroyed site is on a high platform
piled by manpower. This so-called “high platform site”
is very popular in the regions south of Yangtze River.
Local people had taken a large number of antiquities
from the site and the Changzhou ¥ 4}| Museum and the
Jiangyin Museum just managed to collect part of them.
After a survey and some drilling work on the site in
1998, the Co-operative Archaeological Team of the
Nanjing Museum, the Wuxi 7545 Museum, and the
Jiangyin Museum conducted an excavation from No-
vember 1999 to June 2000. Nine 10 x 10 m, four 5 x
10 m grids and one prospecting trench were dug on the
remnant 7 m high and 2000 sq m large site. The actual
excavated area is 1157 sq m. 14 large and middle size
burials of Liangzhu Culture were discovered, together

with 232 pieces (groups) of artifacts.

Fig. 1 Western section of grid T0405
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|. Stratigraphy

The layers 1 to 3 of the site are the deposits of
historic periods. Several burials of the Ming and Qing
dynasties and pits of the Springs and Autumns period
were found in these layers. The layers under the layer 3
form the main body of the manmade platform. The
remnant platform was built in two stages. At the first
stage, a small platform was piled at the northeast part of
the site. This platform was kept untouched in our
excavation. The sections made by local peasants when
taking earth from the site shows this solid platform
consisting of several dry and wet plan layers alternating
each other. The thickness of each layer is from 5 to 10
cm. The platform was later covered by a layer of fired
earth (layer 6), above which fragments of several large
fine-clay thick-body pots decorated with line pattern
were unearthed. One of the pots has a height of 80 cm—
the biggest pottery ever found in the Liangzhu Culture.
Both the fired earth and the large pots might be the
remains of ritual ceremony.

At the second stage, the southwest part of the
earlier platform was enlarged and piled higher. All the
14 burials were found in this new platform. The solid
bottom of the new platform (layer 5) consists of several
scale-shape oblique sub-layers. The layer 4 above it can
be divided into two sub-layers. The soil of the layer 4A
is fine, solid and gray-white in color. Burials M4, M8,
M10, M11, and M 14 were discovered under this layer.
The soil of layer 4B is pure, solid and yellow-brown in
color. It was broken by the burials M1-M3, M5-M7,
M9, M12, and M13 (Fig. 1).

The 14 burials ranged in a V shape. The M13 is in
the middle. Its northeast wing consists of seven burials:
M1, M2, M4, M5, and M10-M12. Five burials: M3,
M6-MS8, and M 14 forms its northwest wing. In the
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