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Material Remains and Conceptual System of the Sanxingdui Culture: With a Discussion on
Writing System and Civilization Advances
SHI Jinsong (Beijing 100101)

Abstract: The existence of writing system in the Sanxingdui culture remains a highly concerned is-
sue. To date, no written scripts have been identified at the Sanxingdui site. Cross-culturally, not all cul-
tures independently developed their own writings. In East Asia during the latter half of the second mil-
lennium BCE, only the Shang culture invented a mature writing system, which immediately became a
specialized tool for cosmic communication and sociopolitical control, monopolized by the Shang royal
elites. It primarily circulated through bronze artifacts and was not adopted by other contemporary re-
gional cultures. While the Sanxingdui culture probably lacked its own writing system and did not accept
Shang scripts, it formed a set of rules: (1) specific artifacts were used to preserve and transmit empirical
knowledge; (2) unconventional bronze assemblages were served as mediators of divine-human commu-
nication; (3) grand scenes constructed by special objects were used to express knowledge system, reli-
gious beliefs, and world outlook. These pictographic objects functionally paralleled written texts in con-
veying information, expanding our understanding of writing in ancient civilization advances.

Keywords: Sanxingdui culture; scripts; culture condition; bronzes; conceptual expression
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Three Critical Issues in the Western Zhou Dynasty's Territorial Administration of the
Southern Frontier
WEI Kai (Xiamen, Fujian 361005)

Abstract: From the reigns of King Cheng and King Kang onward, the Western Zhou Dynasty initi-
ated large-scale territorial administration of its “Southern Frontier.” At its zenith, it not only controlled
the upper Huaihe River Plain but also penetrated the Tongbai-Dabie mountains, further extending influ-
ence on the Yangtze River corridor. During the mid-late Western Zhou, pressured by Huaiyi incursions
into the upper Huaihe River Plain and their frequent disruption of the linkage between the regions to the
south and north of Tongbai-Dabie Mountains, the Zhou people strategically retreated westward and con-
solidated control over the Nanyang Basin and Xiangyi area to maintain political connectivity with the
“Southern Frontier”. This geopolitical shift enabled the Chu state to capitalize on this strategic vacuum,
expanding its influence in the western “Southern Frontier” and laying foundations for the subsequent
occupation of the Jianghan region. A comprehensive analysis of the Southern Frontier strategy reveals
that while resources acquisition and tribute collection served as driving forces for the expansion into the
South, political and military purposes emerged as the dominant strategic priority.

Keywords: Western Zhou Dynasty; Southern Frontier; Huaiyi; Zeng state; Chu state
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