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ABSTRACT: From May to June 2010, the Xinjiang Archaeological T eam, IA, CASS has conducted an
excavation to the Topulukdong III Buddhist Architectural Ruins at Damago T ownship in Qira County of
Hetian (Khotan) Prefecture, Xinjiang, and an area of 800 sq m has been uncovered. The excavation shows
that Topulukdong I a complex for living, studying and sutra discussing, together with Architectures I
and II, constitutes alarge Buddhist monastery. T he new architectural types, including a square-shaped yard
and monks “ dormitories, are seen for the first time i this region, providing new materials for the studieson
the local architectural history. The remains yield a group of invaluable mural fragments with images as
donors in H an Chinese and T ibetan costumes, inscriptions in ancient T ibetan and Khotan scripts, reflecting

strong influences respectively from the T ang and T ubo Empires during the 89th centuries.
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