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ABSTRACT: From August through September 2004, archaeologists excavated two well-preserved elite tombs of the
Zhou period at the Wanggudao village in Anyang City. Based on the excavated data, this study shows that the occupant of
tomb No. 2 was the husband while that of tomb No.l was the wife. In other words, the owners of the tombs should be a cou-
ple belonging to lower rank elites, or shi (1), of the Wei state. These two burials should date to either the end of the West-
ern Zhou or the Early Spring and Autumn period. This article points out that three objects in the original report were mis-
named by the excavators. For instance, the long-thin bronze sheets unearthed from tomb No. 1 should be called sha (),
which were used as decorations covering the coffin and as ritual paraphernalia symbolizing an elite’s status. In addition, the
rectangular fish-shaped bronze decorative pendants which were stringed and surrounding the coffin of tomb No.l indicate the

owner’s rank might correspond to the class of shiyichi (1:—) mentioned in texts.
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