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In Memory of Professor QI Shirong: Professor QI and the Journal of Economic
and Social History Review
HOU Jianxin[J 4[]

Lei: The Oldest Agricultural Tool of East Asia

LIN Yun[] 700

The existing archaeological relics indicate that Lei is a kind of forked spade for soil scarifying,
which was first appeared in the Yellow River Valley around 3000 B.C. Lei could be easily inserted
into the land and turned up the clods, which is a powerful tool for both farming and digging. Lei
had been spread to Korean Peninsula through northeast China during the Warring State Period, and
to Honshu Island of Japan during the 1* century B.C. In both areas, it had been used until the 5"
century. Lei is the oldest agricultural tool that commonly be used in East Asia.

Transformations of Japanese Civilization in Modern Times
YANG Dongliangd 14

Japanese traditional civilization which originally considered China as a model transformed three

times in succession in modern times, which was “break away from Asia to join Europe”, “break
away from Europe to return to Japan” and “break away from Japan to join America”. Although each
transformation had some meaning of qualitative change, the establishment of a new civilization
did not imply the vanishing of traditional civilization. When Japan making achievements in joining
Europe or America, it tended to the beginning of rediscovering its tradition and even resuming its
dross so as to remodel new civilization in Japan style. Transformations of Japanese civilization tell
us that, when in adversity circumstances the latecomer should first be humiliated himself and then
be brave, adjust and renew the backward concepts with the times, spare no effort to catch up; when
in prosperity one should neither conceited nor rash, look upon oneself and others rationally, make
the state and nation eternal.

History
FENG Tianyu[] 240]

In ancient times, Chinese culture provided a model for Japan, but in modern times the position
was converse. Japanese traditional culture has both advantages and disadvantages. Since World
War 11, Japan has refused to apologize for its war crimes not only because of the shortcomings of
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