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“Drunken Fulin” : the Greek Wine God in China — on the Modeling Art of the Exotic Myth
Motif on the Camel Bag Figure Unearthed from Tombs of the Sui Dynasty in Xi’an

Ge Chengyong

This paper makes in—depth analysis to three camel figurines of the Sui Dynasty archaeologically
unearthed in Xi’an in recent years. On the camel bags carried by these three camels, the so—called
“Drunken Fulin” motif which has been described in the historic anecdotes is depicted, vividly showing
the figure of Dionysus supported by two attendants, matching the traditional artistic modeling of the god
of wine in the Greco—Roman mythology. The entire design consisted of the arcade, rhyton, amphorae,
ivy vine patterns and the figures of the warriors beside them with highly holding heads, which is a new
definite evidence for the introduction of the worship of god of wine originated in the Mediterranean
region into China across the boundaries. Referring to other physical evidences of the Greco—Roman and
Byzantine arts discovered within China in the recent century, the unique route of the introduction and
acceptance of the typical symbols of the Hellenized mythology in China is again proven, and the in-
depth researches on the history of the cultural communication between China and the West via the Silk

Road are also benefited.
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