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ABSTRACT: In 619 AD, the Kapisa kingdom in Central Asia sent diplomats to Chang’an, the capital city of Tang
Dynasty, bringing tributes including jade belts, gold cangues, one glass bowl, one crystal cup and 490 pieces of gemstones.
According to our recent research, the five kinds of tributes mentioned in historic records are confirmed by an archaeological
excavation of a treasure hoard at the Hejiacun village in the south suburbs of Xi’an in 1970. This excavation yields many
findings, including the jade belts of Khuttal, gilding sliver cangues, a glass bowl with relief decorations, an octagonal
cystal cup and 16 pieces of gemstones. Through scientific analysis, the glass bowl from this treasure hoard should be made
of plant-ash glass, indicating that this piece should not be Sasanian glassware as considered by many scholars previously.
This research further argues that the Tang period treasure hoard of Hejiacun might have been the royal treasures from the
Qionglinku storehouse near the Daming Palace of Chang’an. In 783 AD, because of the Jingyuan garrison rebellion, Emperor
Dezong of Tang had to flee to Fengtian from Chang’an. The whole treasures stored in the Qionglinku storehouse could not be
transported with the emperor and a part of them had to be buried near the Xinghua grid of Chang’an. These royal treasures of

Tang China had been forgotten until the recent excavation.
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