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Reunion on the Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau

—Discussion of a Burial Site Mentioned in the Fragmental Dunhuang

Manuscript Biography of Songtsan Gambo in Ancient Tibetan Script

LIN Meicun
(School of Archaeology and Museology, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: The fragmental Dunhuang manuscript written in ancient Tibetan script entitled Annals of Tuyuhun
(S.T. vol.69, fol.84) has generally been accepted as a definitive chronicle of the events experienced by the
Tuyuhun people between 706—715 CE. However, insufficient notice has been given to the fact that the
manuscript not only refers to the holy btsan—po (a regal title for Songtsan Gambo) and Princess Wencheng,
who was sent to Tibet through a political marriage, but also refers to Mug Iden rod ha por, king of the Tuyuhun
people, and his wife Princess Honghua. Based on these considerations, this paper comes to the conclusion that
this manuscript most likely dates to the period between 633—642 CE and is actually a copy of the Biography of
Songtsan Gambo. This discovery should be of use in finally understanding the mystery surrounding the Tang dy-
nasty imperial tombs in Qinghai.

Keywords: fragmental manuscript of Tibetan annals in Dunhuang documents; Tang dynasty imperial tombs
in Qinghai; peace—making marriage between the Tang Empire and Tibet
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