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ABSTRACT: Due to the invention of core bronze casting technology, socketed bronze objects prevailed in

Socketed Bronze ~ Andronovo Culture

the Eurasian Steppe during the mid-late Bronze Age. There were two modes of installing cores to cast the bronze
spearheads unearthed from Seima-Turbino style burials. Both installation modes existed during the early Seima-
Turbino phase. However, only the first mode was applied in casting spearheads. Spearheads cast by the second
mode did not appear until the late Seima-Turbino phase. Sixteen Seima-Turbino type bronze spearheads with
hooks discovered in China were all cast through the second mode; stone molds for casting bronze spearheads
through the first mode were found in Xinjiang. This study suggests that early Bronze Age socketed bronzes
unearthed in China were mostly cast through the second mode. The Andronovo culture was likely the intermediate

agent of technological transmission.
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