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Abstract: Animal sacrifice makes an important phenomenon in archaeology, which reflects status and wealth
of the tomb occupant. Due to the special landscape and environment of pastoral life, animal offering and
sacrifice in burial became an important custom, as well as a reflection of cosmology and belief. The author,
by analyzing the animal sacrifice phenomenon in the Xuewei burial No. 1 of the Reshui cemetery, concludes
the features and significance of the animal-sacrifice custom. By investigating the similarity and cultural
diversity reflected in the sacrificial animals in the Reshui cemetery, the author points out the convergence of
pastoral peoples out of interactions, while their mortuary custom maintained the original characteristic.

Keywords: sacrificial animal category, inhumation method, sacrificial animal, diversified characteristic
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