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A Review of Xianbei Goldware in Shape, Manufacture and Evolution
in History

Ni Run’an
The article Chinese appears ABSTRACT: Quite different from the products of central plains by feature, the Tanshihuai-
from page 0o4 to o2o. Xianbei gold artifacts mainly consisting of horse-shaped plate, deer-shaped plate, swirly-

patterned earrings, etc. are infused with the thought and emotion of the Grassland in
design and take in the western Eurasian steppe in pattern, which make the approaches
to understanding the Xianbei goldsmiths, goldware-making and the embodied cultural
inheritance as well. That the Tanshihuai-Xianbei goldware are discovered in the east and
the west of Tanshihuai-Xianbei Grand alliance much more than the central area is probably
decided by the distribution of the Xianbei royal court, workshops of tribes and gold mines
in geography, of which is there the tribe of Tatuo cemetery as the part of the Duans-Xianbei
Group makes the the Duans dominate over the industry for a time with the raw materials
and processing techniques under control. After annexed by Murong-Xianbei, the Duans
promotes the Sanyan goldware to be growing and flourishing with its advanced techniques.
Buyao crown as the most representative of Sanyan gold artifacts is the innovation of the
Xianbei goldsmith, which mixes the Han-Grassland styles.

KEYWORDS: Tanshihuai-Xianbei goldware; connotation in design; workshops of tribes; gold
Buyao crown

On Two Color-painted Gilt Bas-relief Stone-Bed Front-Panels
Repatriated from Overseas

Rong Xinjiang
The article Chinese appears ABSTRACT: This thesis presents in detail two blocks of color-painted gilt bas-relief stone-
from page 021 to 029. bed front-panels repatriated by Manhattan District Attorney’s Office, New York, USA

identifying the human-faced eagle-footed figures in the central motif of both as the Spirit
of Zoroastrian Sro§ protecting the sacred fire altar to stand for the Zoroastrian symbolism
as the result of the contrast analysis in pattern and design with the images on the stone
beds or coffins of same type unearthed somewhere else, such as the Northern-Zhou An Jia’s
stone-screen in the northward suburb of Xi’an in 2000, the stone coffin of Shi Jun’s tomb
next to Anjia’s tomb in 2003, the Sui-dynasty Yu Hong’s stone coffin in Taiyuan of Shanxi
Province in 1999, the Northern-Dynasty stone bed screen purchased by Mixiu Art Museum
of Japan in 1990s and the relief-carving unearthed at the Northern-Qi tomb in Anyang
of Henan Province in the 20" century. Judging from the clans’ relatives of An Jia, Shi Jun
and Yu Hong, it is suggested that the masters of the funerary stone beds be the Chinese
Sogdian with Zoroastrianism faith who serve as Safu, the chief of the Sogdian community or
settlement in or around by Yecheng, the capital of the Northern-Qi Dynasty.

KEYWORDS: Sogdian stone-bed of coffin; An Jia; Shi Jun; Yu Hong; the spirit of
Zoroastrianism
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