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ABSTRACTS

light we can rethink the nature of this kind of literary text, one that destroys common

knowledge and provokes deeper thought through literary symptoms.

The Generation of “Discursive Potential Energy” and the Shaping of International
Discourse Chen Zheng « 156 -

The shaping of discourse in international politics tends to involve debates among
multiple actors. In such debates, actors aiming to promote the desired changes in
mainstream international discourse should exploit the persuasive and coercive effects
of discourse to generate “discursive potential energy.” They should systematically
assess and creatively accommodate, utilize, and transform a political context that is
made up of linkages among various discourses, social relations connecting different
actors, and conditions of relevant platforms and mechanisms. In the key area of
human rights, against the backdrop of heightened strategic competition, China has
developed innovative discourses based on “the right to development” and “mutually

)

beneficial cooperation” to claim the moral high ground; has won support from
developing countries; and has leveraged favorable authoritative platforms such as the
United Nations Human Rights Council to crack down on Western obstruction and
insert concepts like “a human community with a shared future” into the discourse on
international human rights. This fully demonstrates the key role of “discursive

potential energy” in shaping international discourse.

The Spread of Horse-Riding in the Eurasian Steppe and Its Rise in China
Celine Lai * 175

The first DOM2 horses, now attributed to the herdsmen of the southern Urals, were
instrumental in the spread of horse domestication, chariots, and the practice of riding.
From around the 8th century BC, societies of peoples from the eastern steppe migrated
southward and began to take shape in north China, developing ties with the states which
oversaw the northern borders. The rise of the Pazyryk culture during the 5th century BC
intensified the contacts with China in terms of trade and cultural practices. Towards the
end of the 4th century BC, the state of Zhao took the lead in reexamining the military
landscape, incorporating horsemanship and mounted archery, along with the necessary
clothing, into the military. The ground-breaking reform of their previous dismissal of
riding advanced the effectiveness of mobility and escalated the scale of territorial expansion ,
both of which were conditions indispensable for the China’ s territorial and cultural
unification. Chinese civilization is highly inclusive. The reception of horsemanship testifies
to the strength and resilience of China’s cultural fabric, which could absorb and modify

elements from diverse backgrounds.
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