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Study on the Ritual Remains of Tianchi in Changbai Mountain

FENG En-xue LU Cheng-gan GU Ling-bo

Based on the interpretation of the Jurchen inscriptions in Tianchi, Changbai Mountain, this
paper provides an in-depth examination of the ritual remains of Tianchi. Judging from the
historical background of the creation and use of the Jurchen script, the ritual remains of Tianchi
could be identified as being constructed by a Jurchen clan. At the same time, by sifting through
the Jin dynasty historical documents, no conclusive evidence has been found to support that
the ritual remains were built by the Jin people, which points to the only possibility to Puxian
Wannu.The ancient Chinese had the tradition of worshipping the great mountains, rivers and
lake. As Tianchi is located at the top of the Changbai Mountain and the source of the Huntong
River, it has long been the place of worship for the Jurchen communities, therefore it was
natural that Puxian Wannu also sacrificed to Tianchi. Wannu pioneered the pattern of rituals to
the river source, which not only expanded the connotation of the ritual culture of the Changbai
Mountain, but also fully embodied the inherent self-consciousness of the Jurchen ethnic group

to integrate into the Chinese culture.



