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Renewed Discussion of the Bronze Hoards
during the End of the Shang through the
Beginning of the Zhou in the Western
Liaoning and Northeastern Hebei Regions

Zhang Zhenteng and Jing Zhongwei

KEYWORDS: Western Liaoning Region  End of the Shang through the
Beginning of the Zhou  Yan Culture  Bronze Hoard

ABSTRACT: Based on the differences in the types of bronze artifacts, the bronze
hoards in the western Liao and northeastern Hebei regions during the end of the Shang
through the beginning of the Zhou can be classified into three groups. The terminus ante
guem for each group varies slightly, belonging to different archaeological cultures. The
artifacts in Group A hoards are exclusively bronze vessels, among which the Central
Plains-style bronze vessels were bestowed by the Yan state, with the aim of maintaining
the transportation of metal resources. Some hoards in Group A with an earlier period
may be related to the conduct of certain ceremonies, while the later-dated Shanwanzi
and Machanggou hoards may have been hastily buried due to a sudden disaster. Group
B hoards contain primarily weapons and tools, reflecting a higher level of militarization.
This group of individuals constituted the main defensive target for the people of Yan and
were eventually eliminated by the Yan people in the early Western Zhou period. Group
C hoards are fewer in number, featuring a combination of weapons and tools, with their
nature remaining unclear. During the mid-late Western Zhou period, many types of
remains associated with Group A declined, including the Houfen type, Yan culture remains
in the northern Hebei region, the upper Zhangjiayuan culture, and the capital city of Yan at
Liulihe.
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