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On the Okunev Culture and the Sanxingdui
Culture “Anthropomorphic Statue Holding a
Zun Vessel on Top of the Head”

Wang Peng

KEYWORDS: Okunev culture ~ Sanxingdui Culture ~ Anthropomorphic Statue
Holding a Zun Vessel on Top of the Head  Bronze Age

ABSTRACT: In both the Okunev culture and the Sanxingdui culture, there are
certain similarities observed in the “anthropomorphic statue holding a zun vessel on top
of the head” as well as other artistic imageries. This resemblance is not coincidental;
it is highly likely that, around the transition between the third and second millennia
BCE, against the backdrop of the spread of Seima-Turbino style bronze objects, the
archaeological cultures of southern Siberia, represented by the Okunev culture, had a
significant influence on contemporary archaeological cultures in the Yellow River and
Yangtze River basins. The art of the Okunev culture, transmitted through the post-Shijiahe
culture, found a certain degree of continuity in the artistic expressions of the Sanxingdui

culture.
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