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Literature Review of the Discovery and

Research of the Chust Culture in Central Asia

Lin Lingmei

KEYWORDS: Central Asia  Fergana Basin =~ Chust Culture
Painted Pottery ~ Bronze Age

ABSTRACT: The Chust culture is presently the earliest known agricultural culture
in the Fergana Basin of Central Asia, dating back to the late Bronze Age, roughly from
the end of the 2nd millennium BCE to the beginning of the 1st millennium BCE, with
handmade painted pottery as its prominent feature. The significance of the Chust culture
extends not only to understanding the archaeological cultures of the late Bronze Age in
Central Asia but also to exploring the significance of cultural exchanges between the East
and the West. For a long time, our understanding of archaeological materials and research
status in Central Asia has been insufficient, resulting in discussions on related issues
being limited. In recent years, some Chust culture sites have been re-excavated, yielding
important new materials that have revised and expanded our previous understanding,
injecting new vitality into the study of the Chust culture. Systematically reviewing the
discovery and research of the Chust culture will lay the foundation for further discussions

in academia on related issues.
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