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New advances on prehistoric archaeology in the Ili River Valley LIU Xuetang
Abstract: The Ili River is an inland river in central Asia and an international river that crosses China and
Kazakhstan. The archaeological and historical research of the Ili River has always received attention from
the academic community both at home and abroad. In the first half of the 20th century, scholars from the
former Soviet Union excavated ancient tombs on the banks of the Ili River in Kazakhstan and proposed ac-
ademic views such as belongings to the Saka—Wusun culture. Since the second half of the 20th century,
and especially at the beginning of the 21st century, Chinese scholars have successively carried out ar-
chaeological excavations of tombs and sites in the upper reaches of the Ili River in China, especially in
the basins of the Kash River and the Tekes River, which are tributaries of the upper reaches of the Ili Riv-
er, and have made important gains, the majority of these tombs and sites are relics of the prehistoric peri-
od, and based on these archaeological findings, the prehistoric culture of the 1li River can be divided into
three stages: the stage represented by the microlith, the Bronze Age and the Early Iron Age. This paper is
based on the archaeological achievement of the Ili River Basin over the years, and will discusssome im-
portant issues in the archaeology of the prehistoric 1li River, and put forward some new reflections and
views, which will provide new insights into the depth of the prehistoric archaeological research of the 1li
River.

Keywords: Ili River, Qiongkeke Lower Layer Culture, Qiongkeke Upper Layer Culture, Cultural Origin

A brief report on archaeological excavation for the Youyi Road Cemetery
horizon at a supplementary land for the protection and exhibition construc-
tion in Kucha Clty Xinjiang Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology

Abstract: The newly discovered cemeteries, located in a protective construction site of Kucha city for the
Youyi Road Cemetery, was excavated by archaeologists from the Xinjiang Institute of Cultural Relics and
Archaeology between March and April of 2023, which had 62 graves with a chronological range from
Wei— Jin— Southern— Northern to Tang dynasties. The cemetery was mainly composed of the Wei—Jin—
Southern—Northern Dynasties graves, which feature diverse structures and complicated burial practices.
The Tang Dynasty grave was a minority in the cemetery, suggesting a weak activity at that time to con-
struct burials. These findings from the cemetery have broadened the archaeological significance of the
Youli Road Cemetery, contributing to the study on human history in the Kucha River basin.

Keywords: The Youyi Road cemeteries in Kucha, The Jia (1) —shaped tombs with a slope entrance and

the mud—based chamber

A Study on the Sorting of Resident Identity of Sogdian Shi surnames in Turpan Documents

Duan Wengang
Abstract: The Turpan documents recorded a large number of residentssurnamedShi.By sorting out the
names, places of residence, and other materials of the residents with the Shi surname in the documents,
which can be found that most of the residents surnamedShi have the characteristics of Sogdians.These res-
idents surnamed Shi are widely distributed in various aspects of society, playing an important role in agri-
cultural production and life, commercial trade, border defense, and local governance, which is an indis-
pensable part of the study of the Sogdians who entered China.

Keywords: Documents from Turpan;Sogdian;Shi surname;Hu Shang (sogdian merchants)
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